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LONG ISLAND TRANSPORTATION

Citing pilot shortage, American ending service at
LI MacArthur Airport

American Airlines announced Monday that beginning Sept. 7, it will no longer operate at Long Island MacArthur Airport. Credit: AP/Alan Diaz

By Michael O'Keeffe
michael.okeeffe@newsday.com @MOKNYC

Updated June 20, 2022 10:15 pm

/

American Airlines said Monday it will end service from Long Island MacArthur Airport in September, citing a regional pilot shortage affecting the airline industry. 

American said it would also end service in upstate Ithaca Tompkins Regional airport, calling both moves a “dif�cult decision,” in a statement to Newsday. The

changes take effect Sept. 7.

The announcement comes as the airline industry wrestles with staf�ng shortages that have resulted in thousands of �ight cancellations and delays in recent

months, even as summer travel returns to pre-pandemic levels. 

“American Airlines has made the dif�cult decision to end service in Islip and Ithaca, N.Y., effective Sept. 7,” the airline said. “We’re extremely grateful for the care and

service our team members provided to our customers in Islip and Ithaca and are working closely with them during this time. We’ll proactively reach out to
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customers scheduled to travel after this time.” 

Airlines have struggled to keep up with surging demand in recent months. On Sunday alone, 922 �ights that originated or arrived at U.S. airports were canceled,

according to Flightaware.com, a website that tracks �ight information. That included 52 canceled �ights at Newark Liberty International, 41 at LaGuardia Airport,

40 at Kennedy Airport and one at Long Island MacArthur Airport.

By Michael O'Keeffe
michael.okeeffe@newsday.com @MOKNYC

Michael O'Keeffe covers Suffolk County police and other Long Island law-enforcement agencies. He is an award-winning journalist and the co-author of two books, "The Card" and
"American Icon."
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